The title compound, C 7 H 2 ClF 3 O 2 , was prepared by the chlorination of 3-amino-2,4,5-trifluorobenzoic acid. The carboxyl group is twisted relative to the benzene ring by 6.8 (1) . In the crystal, pairs of O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link molecules into typical centrosymmetric carboxylic acid dimers. These dimers are arranged into sheets parallel to (103).
Related literature
For applications of the title compound in synthesis, see: Sun et al. (2011) . For a related structure, see: Zhu (2009).
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
Ethyl 8-chloro-1-cyclopropyl-6,7-difluoro-4-oxo-1,4-dihydroquinoline-3-carboxylate is a key intermediate in the preparation of 7-aminosubstituted 8-chloro-1-cyclopropyl-6-fluoro-1,4-dihydro-4-oxo-3-quinolinecarboxylic acids which are useful as antibacterial agents and its crystal structure was recently reported (Sun et al., 2011) . In turn 3-chloro-2,4,5-trifluorobenzoic acid, that is not commercially available, is an important material for its preparation. This compound is not easisly synthesized and herein we report its synthesis and the crystal structure.
In the title molecule ( Fig. 1 ) the carboxyl group forms a dihedral angle of 6.8 (1)° with the benzene ring. Intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bond (Table 1) links the molecules into typical carboxylic acid dimers.
Experimental
A solid mixture of 0.52 g of 3-amino-2,4,5-trifluorobenzoic acid and 0.33 g of sodium nitrite was added in portions to a solution of 3 g of cupric chloride in 9 ml of water and 0.5 g of a 36% aqueous solution of hydrochloric acid. The resulting mixture was stirred for 1.5 h and then additional water (25 ml) and diethyl ether (20 ml The molecular structure of (I), showing the atom-numbering scheme and displacement ellipsoids at the 30% probability level. 
